
Funeral homily for Grace Ogden 

 

Sometime in 1966, while performing at venues far from his native home of New York City in the North of 

England, the songwriter Paul Simon penned one of his most popular songs: “Homeward Bound”. The 

words of the song underscore the artist’s loneliness and the monotony of traveling to concert sites, 

where he had few, if any friends, to cheer him while in the doldrums. 

The words are evocative: 

“Every day’s an endless stream 

Of cigarettes and magazines 

And each town looks the same to me the movies and the factories 

And every stranger I see reminds me that I long to 

Homeward bound 

On a day mass is offered for the repose of Grace’s immortal soul, we are reminded that our earthly life is 

only a journey toward our true heavenly homeland. In the words of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, “Our home 

is not the one we live in at present, which serves only as a temporary dwelling, our home is eternity”. 

In today’s second reading, Saint Paul writes to the early Christians at Corinth that when our earthly tent 

in which we dwell is destroyed, we have a dwelling provide us by God, a dwelling in the heavens, not 

made by hands but to last forever.” (2 Cor. 5:1) One can appreciate that “he would much rather be away 

from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). 

In a similar vein the author of the Letter to the Hebrews writes, “For we look forward to the city that has 

foundations whose architect and builder is God” (Heb. 11:9-10). 

Near the end of her life the recently declared saint of the Church, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, was asked 

by a journalist if she looked forward to death.. “Of course”, she replied, “I am going home. Death is 

nothing except going back to Him, where He is, and where we belong.  

People who fear death are the ones who believe this is the end.” 

As a devoted wife and mother, Grace was a “home maker”.  Can one think of a loftier vocation than the 

one chosen for Grace by the Lord Himself?  And is not our desire for a permanent home, which we call 

heaven, simply a yearning to be re-united with our deceased loved ones. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus speaks of his Father’s house, where there are many dwelling places.  So our 

hearts need not be troubled.  Jesus has prepared a place for Grace.  All that is necessary is that we have 

faith in Him, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life”. 


